1 






jworl Ho: RIB-2094 Local flit go; 



9 



Distribution: " 

Bp cop t to: Washington (5) Orally to: 



£~~3 



Wo-ona 



Subjaot: Two Moro Lattara froa GHGRI 

to tha Grand Mufti 



Bsfsrsncas: 



Boor os, Opa rational Data, and C o u nts: 



! MWNfi) 

i ~DEC^^8 



Thai* lattara war* acquired in'BlVoaaatanoaa 
alailar to tboaa dasorlbed on tha oovar ahaet 



of HLB-2078. 



W1CBO' 



,pi uve° 



f u.B 2 1 



MlCROl 



? P E 5ri S ^: ,EOm RELEASED BY 
CENTRAL f MTELL I6ENCE A6EMCV 

N S A 7,^ ES / r E D TH00SEX EM pT, 0N3B2B 

;Azimm MESfl ,8 CL0SUREACT 



0 COPY 

Classification • 

zC c 7bohim-i!.?. : 



i 



1 



STCM: ‘ CCftFfJUL- ... 



Subject v Two More Letters from Report ttumber r RLb-2094 

OHURI to the Grand Hufti 
Plaoe Date of 

Aoqulred : Beirut, Lebanon Information t Current 



Kraluationt Documentary 



Souroe 



O 3 



Date Aoquired : A s Indicated 
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» jfhe followinxar* 
A letters froeTj^i: 
to theorand «uft£ 

1950 ' 



l< "(L*"XJr* n * 1 * H ''"‘ from the original Arable of two , 
on iT(tiiWHORI . Arab Higher Committee leader in Beirut, 
d Mufti/ln Cairo t 

t * ii , 

1960 t 



•King 1 ABDULLAH has for more than a month been bringing 
pressure to bear on his government to enter into negotia- 
tions with the Jews for the oonolusion of peaoe* The 
pverament has tried to avoid this pressure beoause of 
Palestinian publlo opinion* This has angered the King, 
who has deoided to work alone* In speeding up this matter 
he has been moved by the Korean war, by his belief that 
suoh aotlon will bring him material benefits, and by the 
news of the coming of the Conciliation Commission to 
Jerusalem* ^ 



af^CARAMAH, 



•fha King del* gat *d Ubd-al-ohanl el^KARAMAH, /otlng 
leader of the Divan, to undertake the negotiations with 
the Jews* 41«1 XHXIaH oontaoted them in Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem sevoral times and learned from them that they 
want peaoe on the basis of the existing frontiers* With 
regard to the subjeot of the refugees, the Jews expressed 
readiness to compensate them* 

•In view of the importance of the refugee question — 
particularly regarding the refugee* theme elves — 
al-KARAMAH agreed with Moah^dHARETT that SHARETT issue 
a statement promising the payment of compensation for the 
properties of the Arabs* This stateosnt was Issued during 
the Id al-Fitr, as you remember, and the Arab newepapere 
published it. It was the first statement on the part of 
the Jews promising to compensate the Arabs for their 
properties* It was broadoast by the Ramallah radio 
station* 
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l* "undoubtedly SHAKETT’a statement was rather veil received 
' by many of those who had begun to believe that the Jews 
would never return them to their country or compensate 
them for their properties* It may be said that this 
statement revived some of the refugees* hopes* The King 
took advantage of this new mood of the refugees and pro- 
ceeded to oontaot a number of Palestinians to persuade 
them of the necessity of concluding a peace with the 
Jews* pointing out the benefits to them and to their 
country whioh would accrue from it* The newspaper 
Palestine * in its editorials* began to oall for the 
oonoiusion of peace and emergence from the present state* 
The King depended in^hls efforts and propaganda on Jamal 
^f&lAH and Ahmad aDBfHlLIL and officials like them* He 
^also particularly depended on Muhammad 'All aX&fBXRX and 
Wadlhs&'MIS* in addition to his dependence on hl +^/ 
Jordanian followers* The King contacted 3ulaymao)rnxUV 
with a view to urging him to spread propaganda for peace* 
But Suleyman* who had received letters threatening him 
with death* excused himself on s pretext of bad hsalth 
and left for Lebanon* where he spent ten days (during 
which time efforts for peace ended)* 

(• "The King’s propagandists proceeded to urge the people for 
the conclusion of peaoe and to prepare the ground for it* 
The King invited to his palace many Palestinian senators* 
deputlss* and other leaders* and hinted to them about the 
question of peaoe* He regarded their sllenoe in hie 
presence aa indicating aooeptanoe of the idea of oonoluding 
peaoe* 

(• "However* as soon as reports began to circulate among the 
people that the King was intending to make peaoe# feelings 
ran high* A looal demonstration was held in Hablus * the 
deawnatratora shouting slogans against peace and against 
the King* The King arrested many of the demonstrators 
and tortured them* . 



•Vadlh DA 'MIS called for 
Jala* Jerusalem^ and Bet hi 



the haLdinj 

ehem/#er> d 



the people stayed away from them* 



ding of meetings in Belt 
r* discus stag peaoe* but 



<hf)* "On 21 July 1950 a special masting was held in Belt Jala 

whioh was attended by Wadih DA»MIS*^'Abd-al-PattawfeAIWI3H) 
MuhaMad 'All al-JABIHIj Tawf iq (Bej^CATTAH, the Deputy; 
the chief of the municipality of Belt Sahur* and a number 
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of notables from/the Hebron Diatriot. •lea ajSflAKDAK did 
not attend this/meeting beoause he vaa In disagreement 
with DA 'MIS (Sw> Si the faot that DA 'MIS la competing 
with him in gaining the King's favor and in serving the 
Imperialists; in fact, DA 'MIS Am todayfloloser to the 
King than is BAIDAK). During this meeting the majority 
of those present rejected the idea of peace with the J ems** 
Strangely enough# 'Abd-al-Fattah DA HUSH vaa the strongest 
opponent of the projeot. He strongly disagreed with DA 'MIS. 
Only DA 'MIS and aWABIRI openly supported the projeot* 

When DA 'MIS found that he had failed, he suggested the 
holding of a big meeting on the following day* but it was 
not held. 

"The King was depending on Anwar aX^SATIB and his Municipal 
Council. When he sent Jamal TDQAH tcmtiasm to urge them to 
take an interest la the subjeot of peace, and to aooept 
the measures in accordance with the proposed terms, 
al-KHATIB refused and frankly proclaimed his stand against 
the conclusion of peace. The King grew angry and dismissed 
al-KHATIB from his office* appointing Arif al-ARIF in his 
place. When the members of the jpinlolpal Counoil saw this^ 
they all resigned exoept Hanna^QCT ALLAH, the Deputy Chief. 
(This Hanna ATALLAH is a lawyer and brother of Antum 
ATALLAH the lawyer* and is not Dr. Hanna ATALLAH# as might 
be supj&sed). 



"In view of the King's Insistence on concluding peace and 
his pressure on Sa' ld a iJWuFTI and the government toward 
that end, Sa'ld al -MUFTI made the statement that those 
whose views should be sought first on the subjeot arc the 
people of Palestine. If they jshould Indicate that they 
would aooept peaoe* then the government wo uld proceed with 
the negotiations. On this basis Sa'ld al -MUFTI, 
al-SHARIQJ# and al-SHAN^ITI toured Palestine and held 
many meetings in Nablus, Jenin* Tulkarm, Jerusalem* 
Bethlehem, and Hebron and oonsulted with the leaders* the 
notables^ and the youths on the subjeot of the proposed 
peace. All the latter proclaimed their refusal and 
emphasised their adherence to their rights — particularly 
those who represented the refugees. They unanimously 
rejeoted any suoh peace* stating that they would aooept 
only suoh peaoe as would be based on the Partition 
Resolution and compensation for the refugees. 
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"On 24 July a Mating was held in Jerusalem that was 
attended by tha Prime Minister, a an ators, deputies, other 
officials, a large nunbar of rafugaa laad ere, and tha 
Kttnioipal Counoil (bafora tha dismissal of Anvar al-KHATIB)* 
this meeting was quite boisterous* DA 'MIS and al-JABlKI 
vara most enthusiastic for peaoe, so much so that al-JABIRI 
mentioned tha annexation and said* "We, tha people of 
Palestine, must kiss tha feat of tha Jordanians and put 
them on our heads, baoausa they accepted our annexation 
to thsm** Then a dispute developed — and this is strange — 
between him and 'Abd-al-Fattah DAKWISH, who insisted on 
rejaoting peaoa except on the basis of the Partition at 
least* The rest of the conferees strongly objected to the 
idea of peaoe* This attitude causedJ)A 'MIS to address the 
oonferees in the following manner: rYou are talking Just 
as used to talk the leaders of the past thirty years who 
have lost our oountry for us** He was answered severely 
by a number of the conferees, including the ohlef of the 
municipality of Belt Sahur and »Abd-al-Pattah DARKISH* 
who said* me wish we had listened to them and followed 
their policy*' DA'MIS then cried out, 'Listen to what 
these people are saying! By God* this meeting is Just 
like the meetings the leaders of the Arab Higher Comlttee 
used to hold, when l^ail OHURI, the — — , spoke*' The 
clamor then increased and some of the men from Jerusalem 
answered him very strongly* Sa'ld al-MtJPTI was then 
obliged to request them to behave reasonably and soberly, 
and not to attack each other with bad words* DA'MIS then 
said, "Let them proclaim HaJJ Amin King* This, it seems, 
is the desire of the oonferee s* ' The meeting then ended . 
upon the request of Sa'ld al-MUFTI* 

"When the ministerial Mission concluded its tour of 
Palestine it returned to 'Amman and the government decided 
not to aooept the idea of oonoludlng peaoe* It submitted 
a report to this effect to the King, who became angry and 
oalled them cowards who were afraid for their lives on 
aooount of the gangsters of the Grand Mufti HalJ Amin* 

It is reported that the King will dismiss the cabinet •" 




"The Arab Bank in 'Ananan used to reoelve from London pay- 
ments to former Palestinian employees (awards, compensa- 
tions, and retirement money) in Sterling ourrenoy* It 
paid this money out in Palestinian currency , thereby 
benefiting from the difference in the currencies* It is 
estimated that the amount which the bank gained in this 
way has to date amounted to 150,000 guineas* 
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"The fifty concerned learned of this matter and prooemded 
to wirn and threaten to take measures, eto* SHUMAH^rle 
therefore obliged to pay fifty thousand guineas to the 
exalted authority -- as the prloe of sllenoe and dis- 
regard* 

"The UNRWA has adopted a seoret resolution offering fire 
million dollars in three payments (2-2-1) to Uusa al- 
A* ALA MI for undertaking his development projeot* It is 
awaiting the apeolal approval of Trygve LIB* There are 
others who assert that not all of this sis will be from 
the agency, but from other A nglo-Amerio&n- Jewish quarters 
vhloh will secretly participate in paying the sum* 

"The weekly review al-Hadaf , which appears in Jerusalem, 
is edited by BurhanTESBOOlI , son of 3haykh Ahmad Raghib 
Abu-al-Sa'ud al-DAJAMx* It is the mouthpleoe of the 
/JBathayrin 1 who today regard Anwar al-KHATIB as their 
leader^^^ e specially since the development of the known 
differences (personal or family) between him and Musa 
al-’ALAJG* Al-Hadaf Is waging a oampalgn against 
al- f ALAMI and Is demanding statements on the funds of the 
Arab Bureaus and the development projects* 

"'Isa afjftHALILI^B^oday imprisoned in Dams sous* It is 
said thathe will remain in his aunt f s house until further 
notioe/**tv has been proved to the sdrete Ge'n/rale that he 
is connected wit h, tks^ar range ment fh ioh has been made in 
Syria for honoririMW *ubhi ABWBHANIMAH, OIUJRI, Raflq 
alOAMIMrand ’AbdrtLlah alMTAI^* Indeed, he is one of the 
mfuc ers or the arrangement Y Hi a colleague, • Abd-al-lUr in 
•^SuRIMAH arrived, but he was expelled from Syria and 
returned to Jordan* The whereabouts of the third, Muhammad 
/Shayld^jpgldCHIM, is still unknown* 

"There are indications that Nasal a^CMBATAffl la one of 
the leaders who participated in the arrangement^ ^re shall 

"The total number of the foreign st&ffAOf the UIRMA is 
125* Sixty-three percent of them are British and hold 
the principal positions* More than half of these are 
either present or former members of the well-known 
Intelligence Servloe* One is in o barge of the Agenoy’* 
administration in the Dara District; the seoond is in 
charge of the administration in Qamashll;. the third in 
Aleppo; the fourth purchases wheat for the Agency**** 
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"There art auvf sons of the Thames who fill Beirut and 
Damasoua with their oomaerolal aotlwltlea . They have 
opened buelnees offices In the two oapltels. They are 
very humble and for this reason always meet with the 
young sen and newspaperman and others in olubs, salons, 
cinemas, etc. All the undertakings and oontraots of tbs 
OK Agenoy are given for considerations appreciated by the 
gentleemn. The approval or advloe of the Ministry of 
Colonies Is always aaksd for In a seoret manner on matters 
of polloy and orientation! A 



>ahe SHAHBTT, Israeli Porelgn M; 
Jfc-1409. 



lnl^tor. 



has been reported In 



(d). Me fUid no traoe on Jamal TOQAN* Por AfaMad al -KHALIL, see 
RLB-2046, RLB-2065, eto. Muhammad 'All el -SABIR I has been 
report ed^dn RLB-2065. Vadlh DA 'MIS, Jordan sbnator, has bean 
reported in RLB's-1955 and 2065, Suleyman Bey TPQAV, Jordan 
senator, haAsbeen reported In RLB'a-1955, 2046, and 2066, 

(h). 'Abd-al-Pattah T^RWISH has been reported In RLB's-rfts, 1953, 
and 2065. Tawfi<KBey KATTAH has been reported In RLB-19S3. 

We find no trace oV 'Isa al-BAKDAK. \ 

\ \ \ 

(I) . p\r Anwar al-KHATIB, ewe RLB-2065. ARIP may be the Arif Phsha 

AMP of RSD-440. We fl&d no traoe on Hanna ATALLAH, but Dr. 
Banna ATALLAH appears as h^*spy" on the Bethlehem police list 
reported In RLB-1907. x 

(J) . Sa'id\Paaha al-MOPTI, Jordanish. Prime Minister, has bean 

reported in RLB's-1953 and 2064\ We oannot identify al-SHARKU 
or al-d^AWtUTI. 

(k). Por BbIiVhORI, see RLB's- 2043, 209l\eto. 

(n) . We oannot Identify 3HUMAM (fnu). The "edited authority" here 

seems to be\Klng 'ABDALLAH. 

(o) . Por Musa al-'ALAMX, see RPJ-241 and RIB'a-178Xand 2065* 
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(p) . V* find no traoo an Surhan al-DAJAMI or hla father. 

(q) . 'Iaa al-KHILlLI has boon roportod In RLB'a-2063, 2054* at a. 

By •honoring* GHURI evidently memos "aaaaaa looting. * Dr* 
AB0*OHAmUH baa boon roportod In RLB'a-1959, 2010* oto* 
For Raflq Boy al-TAMUU, ooo RLB-2069 and RaD'a-554, 489* 
and 494* Col* 'Abdallah al-TALL haa boon roportod In 
Rl£'a-2010, 2011, oto* Huhamad Sbayfcb IBRAHIM baa boon 
roportod In RLB'a-1522 and 1792* 

(r) . For laanl al-AHBATAWI, aoo RIH-2065. 
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